
 

 



 

 
 

 

Dear Families and Students of Hope Learning Academy:   

I am thrilled to welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year. Hope is a place where no child is left out. Our inclusive                       

model ensures that everyone belongs and everyone participates to the fullest extent each day. Our rigorous                

academics, classroom inclusion approach, community partnerships, family involvement, and social skills           

development distinguish our program from other schools. 

We hold high expectations and provide an exceptional opportunity for all students to learn in an individual way. We                   

provide a highly structured school curriculum that embraces diversity in learning. The rigor of our academic and                 

social emotional program helps students develop the skills they need to make informed decisions as independent                

critical thinkers. We foresee our students developing into courageous leaders who will make a difference in our                 

communities.  

We will work diligently to ensure your children meet or exceed district and state standards. We will continue to                   

teach our students the critical thinking skills they need to become independent civic leaders. School activities and                 

programs will be available to students who want to develop and expand their leadership skills.  We will focus on                   

broadening students’ exposure to various cultures and the arts, and develop each child’s social and emotional skills                 

and their physical health. Hope’s outstanding partnership with Gads Hill will provide your children with opportunities                

for extra-curricular activities throughout the year. 

We need your support throughout the year. There will be opportunities to support in classrooms, with fundraisers,                 

on field trips, in the lunchroom, and other activities throughout the year. Students must be here before 8 a.m. each                    

day to begin with a full day’s instruction. Our number one goal for the 2019-2020 school year is to have an                     

attendance rate greater than 95%. As parents, you play a huge role in making this happen.   Please review your                   

child’s planner each day, help them stay organized, ensure they complete their homework daily, and communicate                

with teachers often. Please check Class Dojo, and the Hope website (www.hilahub.com) often for school updates                

and reminders. I look forward to a successful school year in which your children will be pushed and challenged like                    

never before. As our students exit the school and enter into various middle schools throughout the city, we want                   

them to be independent thinkers and leaders who will be ready for High School in two or three years, and College in                      

seven years.   

Mr. Jakubowski 

 

Principal 

mjakubowski@hope.us 

@mjakubowski 

773-534-7408 
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ABOUT HOPE LEARNING ACADEMY 
Hope Learning Academy (HOPE) is a Chicago Public School (CPS) contract school serving grades K-5.  It first 

opened its doors on September 7, 2009.  Hope’s goal is to create a school in which all learners are accepted and 

valued.  Children with special needs are responsibly included in general classroom education.  It is a school in 

which a child with disabilities can attend the same classes as his-or-her typically-abled brothers and sisters.  

THE MISSION 

The mission of Hope Learning Academy is to create a learning environment that supports students to achieve 

optimally, regardless of socioeconomic background, learning style, or disability. The mission is realized by creating 

a school that lives up to its vision – helping students to be successful. 

VISION 

The vision of Hope Learning Academy is to create a school within the Chicago Public School system that serves to 

change the way that children are educated in Chicago. The vision is nothing short of creating a major change in 

supporting students to achieve – by adopting a model that supports personalization of the educational experience 

for all students, that engages students in experiencing their curriculum, that utilizes data to make decisions, relies 

on evidence-based practices, and that is designed from the core to be agile and responsive to student and staff 

needs – breaking down unnecessary barriers to educational supports, settings, and services that can help all 

students be successful in our inclusion model. 

ADMISSION 
HOPE manages the admissions process for its campus per its status as a contract school partner in the Chicago 

Public School System. 

 

Hope Learning Academy Lottery Policy:  All first-year incoming students are currently admitted through a lottery 

process.  In order for a child to be included in the Hope Learning Academy lottery, the parent must submit a 

complete application to The Hope Learning Academy by the lottery deadline printed on the application. 

Applications can be found on the school website. www.hilahub.com  

 
HOPE Lottery Process:  During the lottery, students are randomly selected to fill the seats available for each 

grade.  If a child’s name is picked in the lottery, that child is accepted.  The lottery process is independently 

conducted according to CPS systems and is recorded and audited per CPS compliance rules.  

 

HOPE Sibling Policy:  HOPE utilizes a sibling preference policy.  An applicant is given sibling preference when 

they have a brother or sister who is currently enrolled or who has been accepted for enrollment at  Hope 

Learning Academy.  If there are vacancies for the grade for which the prospective student is applying, 

siblings will be accepted before non-sibling prospective students in order to fill the available seats.  

 

HOPE Wait-List Policy:  Children who are not accepted during the lottery are placed on a waiting list; placement is 

determined by seat availability and by the date the application was received.  

 

Returning Students:  Returning HOPE students will be assured of placement when their re-registration paperwork 

and payment of the school activity fee are received in the Main Office before the deadline.  Information and 

due dates will be communicated to students beginning in December. 
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AFTER SCHOOL  
HOPE is pleased to offer an outstanding After-School Program for its students.  Students will receive academic 

support and homework assistance in addition to a variety of programming which could include fine arts, horticulture, 

social skill development, and fitness.  The After-School Program is open to all students who attend HOPE.  Fees for 

the After-School Program are: 

After-School Program (Five days per week): 

One child: $210.00 per month 

Two or more children residing at same address: $320.00 per month 

After-School Program (Tuesdays only): 

One child: $100.00 per month 

Two or more children residing at same address: $160.00 per month 

Families who qualify for free or reduced-price lunch may qualify for assistance through Action for Children, a 

non-profit agency affiliated with the Illinois Department of Human Services.  Information is available in the school 

office.  The After-School program will begin on Monday, 9/3/19 and end on 6/5/20.  The After-School program is 

open from 3:30pm to 6:00pm. Parents that arrive after 6:00pm will be charged a late pick up fee.   Parents will be 

charged $1.00 per minute that they are late after 6:00pm, up to $25.00.  If a parent has not arrived by 6:25pm, 
HOPE administration will call the local police department to drop off the student.   Parents must pay all accrued fees 

before they can register their child for the following month of After-School.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
School wide announcements take place at 8:00 AM.  At this time, students must stop all activities to listen to the 

announcements. The school will recite the Pledge of Allegiance as well as The Star-Spangled Banner. 

Representatives from classrooms will lead the announcements. 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 
Arrival 

All students dropped off will enter through the front lobby at the Main Entrance on Washington Boulevard.  Students 

who take the bus will enter on Maypole Street (Exit #8 – NE exit).  Parents who must enter the school should park 

in a legal parking zone.  When students arrive at 7:40 AM, Kindergarten students will proceed to the cafeteria for 

breakfast.  Grades 1-5 will proceed to their assigned classrooms for breakfast.  HOPE staff will be on duty at 7:40 

AM to greet and supervise students.  HOPE’s doors open at 7:40 AM.  Students may ride bicycles to school, as 

long as they lock them outside.  The school is not responsible for lost or damaged equipment.  Families that walk 

students in should exit the main entrance immediately following drop off or sign in at the main office.  

 

Arrival Procedures 

All students K – 5 will enter through the main entrance on Washington Boulevard. 

 

Dismissal Procedures  

● Grades K-1 will depart through the main entrance on Washington Boulevard. 

● Grades 2-3 will depart through Exit Door #3 on Washington Boulevard.  

● Grades 4 & 5 will depart through Exit Door #6 on Paulina.  

 

Staff will exit the building with the children and release them to age-appropriate family members or emergency 

guardians listed on the Release Form (filed in the Main Office).  If a child is being picked up by someone other than 

the parent, the parent must provide that information to the school in writing.  The teacher will send the student to the 
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office prior to dismissal.  The office will verify identification of the adult, update the Release Form, and dismiss the 

student.  Please be on time to pick up your child as there are no adults available to supervise him/her. Parents that 

pick up their students after 3:40 pm will be charged a late fee of $1.00 per minute up to $25.00.  After 4:05 pm, 

the student will be enrolled in the After-School program and the $25 late fee will be applied to the After-School 

program fee. Students may remain in the program until 6:00pm. All fees must be paid within 48 hours.  

 To support our attendance goal, there are no early dismissals after 3:00 PM on Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays or after 2:00 PM on Tuesdays.  Early dismissals will only be granted for student’s 

with documented medical appointments, or family emergencies.  

ASSESSMENTS 
A variety of assessments are administered in order to measure student progress toward the attainment of literacy,                 

math, science, social studies, speaking, listening and social emotional goals. The assessments are all based upon                

the Common Core Learning Standards, and will include formal assessments such as NWEA, Aimsweb plus and                

DRA. In addition, academic achievement forecasting will depend upon actual classroom performance,            

curriculum-based assessments, and benchmark assessments.  

ATTENDANCE  
Attendance 

We want your child to succeed! Regular attendance is crucial to student success in school. Parents play a major                   

role in this area by ensuring their child regularly attends school and arrives at school on time each day ready to                     

learn. Excessive absences may drastically affect student performance. Tardiness disrupts the entire class and              

causes your child to miss important instruction.  

 

Class instruction begins at 8:00 AM and ends at 3:30 PM every day, except Tuesdays when class instruction ends 

at 2:50 PM.  The After-School Program begins at 3:30 PM and ends at 6:00 PM, except for Tuesdays when it 

begins at 2:50 PM.  Students may be dropped off at school beginning at 7:40 AM and must be picked up at 3:30 

PM every day, except Tuesdays when they must be picked up at 2:50 PM.  

  

Tardiness 

A student will be considered tardy if they are not in class at 8:00 AM.  A tardy student disrupts the class and 

misses out on valuable instruction.  Students who are tardy must report to the Main Office in order to receive a pass 

to admit them to class.  If your child arrives after 8:00 AM, he/she must be escorted into the main office by an 

adult.  When a student is tardy five (5) times in one calendar month, the school will send a letter to the 

parent/guardian.  When a student is tardy seven (7) times in one month, the student will be placed on attendance 

probation and a parent/family conference will be held.  At this conference, the student, the parent or guardian, the 

student’s teacher and the Principal will sign an attendance contract.  The contract will outline the consequences of 

the tardiness to date and the terms by which the student can be removed from attendance probation. The 

consequences of additional tardiness will be determined at the discretion of the Principal, but may include loss of 

privileges and/or mandatory parent attendance at school with their child during the school day. 

 

Absences 

Parent(s) and guardian(s) must call the school by 8:15 AM each day their child is absent.  When the student 

returns to school, the parent or guardian must send a signed note giving the date and reason for the 

absence. Absence notes can be found in the main office.  All attendance records are placed in the student’s 

permanent file. 
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Excused absences include: 

● Personal illness 

● Observance of a religious holiday 

● Death in the immediate family 

● Family emergency 

● Circumstances that cause reasonable concern to the parent/guardian for the safety or health of the 

student. 

Absences for any reasons other than those listed above will be considered unexcused.  The final authority in 

determining the validity of an absence rests with the Principal. 

 

Extended Absences 

Extended absences are generally considered to be those lasting more than three days.  If parents know the length 

of the absence in advance, they are asked to share this information with the school office.  Parents/guardians are 

strongly discouraged from planning family vacations during the school year.  Adequate time for vacations is allowed 

during Winter Break, Spring Break, and Summer Break. 

 

Sporadic Unexcused Absences  

Students who are absent five (5) or more days per quarter, ten  (10) or more days per semester and fifteen 

(15) or more days per school year are considered to be excessively absent.  In each of these situations, the 

student will be placed on attendance probation and a parent conference will be held.  At this conference, the 

student, the parent(s), the student’s teacher, and the Principal will sign an attendance contract.  The contract will 

outline the consequences of the absences to date and the terms by which the student can be removed from 

attendance probation.  The consequences of additional absences will be determined at the discretion of the 

Principal, but may include loss of privileges and/or mandatory parent attendance at school with their child during the 

school day.  

 

Consecutive Unexcused Absences  

After five (5) consecutive unexcused absences, the school will call numbers on file for that student in an attempt to 

remedy the situation.  A registered letter will be sent to the student’s address of record.  This same procedure will 

be repeated after ten (10) consecutive absences.  After eighteen (18) consecutive absences, the school will notify 

the CPS Truancy Office.  The student is then at risk of being dropped from the school’s records. 

 

Early Dismissal of Students 

The only acceptable reasons for picking up a student early are family emergency, student illness or injury, or if the 

student creates a situation where he is a danger to himself or others.  Parents are urged to schedule medical, 

dental and other appointments outside of the school day.  If a student is picked up early for any reason other than 

those detailed above, it will be counted as an unexcused absence for the remainder of the day.  Parents should 

notify the school in advance if they must pick up a student early. Children who must leave early are dismissed from 

the HOPE Main Office ONLY.  There will be no early student pick-up after 3:00 PM on Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday; and no early dismissal after 2:00 PM on Tuesdays.  Please make any special request 

for dismissal to the main office by 10 a.m. (do not take the bus home, student is being picked up by a different adult, 

etc.). 
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Return-To-School 

All Students MUST present a written excuse after any absence.  The written excuse should state the student’s 

name, date(s) of absence and the reason for the absence.  If a child is absent due to illness for three (3) or more 

days in a row, a physician’s note stating the recommendation to remain home, and the date on which the student is 

allowed to return to school must be submitted to the student’s teacher when the child returns to school.  

 

Make Up Work and Tests 

Students are responsible for all of their assignments even when they are absent.  They will be allowed to complete 

all assignments and tests missed during their absences.  Full credit will be given for work assigned by the teacher 

while the student is absent if completed within three (3) school days after returning to school.  Teachers will provide 

reasonable assistance to the student until the student is caught up.  Student grades will be affected by excessive 

absences because participation and in class instruction cannot be made up. 

 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES & TREATS 
For many reasons, none of the elementary schools in the district allow birthday treats consisting of food products.                  

Your child’s birthday will still be acknowledged in the classroom, but NOT with food. However, you are welcome to                   

send in non-food items such as pencils, stickers etc., or donate a book to the school library or your child’s                    

classroom in honor of your child’s birthday.  

● Offering so many treats so often can contribute to unhealthy eating habits.  

● Federal, state and district wellness initiatives are opposed to celebrating with food in the classroom due to                 

a dramatic increase in childhood obesity.  

● Food allergies are on the increase, and not having birthday treats in the classroom is one more way to                   

provide a safe environment for all students.  

It is not our intent to prevent students from enjoying their birthdays; however, every child’s instructional time is 

valuable, and needs to be as free from disruptions as possible. Ideas for celebrating your student’s special day 

within the classroom are listed below. Classroom teachers may provide additional guidelines for birthdays at their 

discretion, and often have very creative ways of celebrating birthdays for children to feel special for more than just 

one day.  

 Non-food celebration ideas:  
● A book or set of books for the classroom  

● Pencils  

● Stickers  

● A magazine subscription  

● A visit from a special guest (parent, relative, Principal)  

● Special recognition by the classroom teacher (crown, bulletin board, etc.)  

Children are not to distribute birthday invitations to home parties at school. No home addresses or phone numbers                  

will be furnished to the parents by the school, other than through the optional student directory.  

CELL PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Students may not bring tablets, cell phones and other similar devices to school.  If your child must have a 

cell phone, it must be turned into the teacher each morning and will be returned at the end of the day. 

Should the need arise for a student to make a phone-call, the HOPE Main Office phone may be used with 

supervision.  Other electronic devices brought to school will be held in the HOPE Main Office to be retrieved by a 

parent and/or guardian.  Also, please see the 2019-2020 CPS Student Code of Conduct.  
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COMMUNICATION/CORRESPONDENCE 
HOPE Website 

HOPE’s website and automated e-mails will be the primary source of communication with parents and guardians. 

Visit  www.hilahub.com for the latest updates, calendars, supply lists and announcements.  

 

Families of HOPE Meetings/Workshops  

Parents, guardians, and family members are instrumental to the success of a child in school.  Families of HOPE 

Meetings will be held monthly throughout the school year.  Families of HOPE Workshops/Meetings will be posted 

on the school calendar each month.  Meetings will be held at 8:00 am and 3:35 pm. 

 

Student Planners/Folders/Assignment Notebook  

Student planners and folders are an easy means of communication between staff and families. Having students 

record their assignments keeps parents and guardians informed.  Teachers may have parents initial the assignment 

page each night and brief notes can be shared in the planner.  Planners are provided at no cost to every student. 

Lost planners/folders must be replaced at a cost of $5.00 to ensure communication.  

 

Class Dojo 

Class Dojo is a free, convenient application used for home/school communication. All parents are required to sign 

up for Class Dojo. It can be accessed via cell phone, to communicate with classroom teachers and staff. 

Announcements, private messages and updates are easily shared on Class Dojo. 

 

Email 

E-mail may be used to communicate with teachers.  All staff members have a HOPE e-mail account that will be 

used for correspondence.  

 

CONFERENCES 
Official Parent/Guardian-Teacher Conferences are held at the end of the first and third quarters in association with 

report card pick-up.  For the 2019-2020 school year, they will be held on 11/13/19 and 4/22/20.  Both days are 

non-attendance for students.  Conferences will be held from 11 am through 6:30 pm.  In addition, parents and 

teachers are encouraged to request a conference at any time during the school year to discuss student progress or 

other issues. 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
All parents, guardians, and family members are reminded of the importance of confidentiality. Discussions about 

students occur on a "need to know" basis and for educational purposes only.  All discussions regarding 

students will occur in a private setting.  Student names or status may not be discussed with other parents under any 

circumstances.  Any student receiving special education services is protected by the Federal Health Information 

Protection Act.  There is no recording of any kind audio, photo or video, to ensure student’s privacy is protected.  

CURRICULUM 
HOPE uses a variety of curriculum materials to ensure all students can access the curriculum. Pearson is the core                   

curriculum used for Reading - Reading Street, Math - Envision Math, Science - Interactive Science and Social                 

Studies - Interactive Social Studies. It provides differentiation, visuals, hands on activities and digital supports.               
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Families can access the curriculum on-line through www.Pearsonsuccessnet.com The teacher will provide sign on              

information for each student.  

 

Second Step is the Social Emotional core curriculum. It is supplemented with Zones of Regulation, Cooling Down                 

the Classroom and a variety of other resources to ensure material is culturally relevant and topical. Second Step                  

has a home-school connection that is accessible on-line. Sign on information will be provided by the teacher. 

 

Digital curriculum provides students opportunities for learning at their instructional level to ensure growth. It               

provides both remediation and enrichment. Kindergarten through 2nd grade students use the Lexia Core5 reading               

program. Second through fifth grade students use Compass Learning.   Teachers will provide sign on information. 

CUSTODY  
In cases where parents are divorced or separated, the school will presume that both parents may have access to                   

the student. If a formal custody agreement specifies otherwise, the custodial parent or guardian must furnish the                 

school with a copy of the formal custody agreement. Mailings and other information will be sent to the custodial                   

parent or guardian. 
DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES 

Students will be actively taught the behaviors needed to be successful in school.  A climate of respect and 

responsibility will foster positive interactions among students and between students and staff.  Students will not be 

allowed to disrupt the learning environment for themselves or their classmates.  Teachers will work with parents to 

build a sense of community and support in their classrooms.  Parents should also refer to the CPS Student Code of 

Conduct which can be found online at:     http://cps.edu/Pages/StudentCodeofConduct.aspx 

 

EMERGENCIES/INCIDENTS 
Each family must have an updated or current emergency form on file in the school office. The form includes the                    

following information:  

● Parent or guardian name(s) 

● Up-to-date address 

● Home, cell, and work phone-numbers 

● Email address  

● Emergency contacts and phone-numbers 

● Physician’s name and phone-number 

 

Parent(s) and guardian(s) must notify the school promptly in writing of any change of home address, or                                 

home, emergency, work, or cell phone numbers.  

 

Emergency Contact -  If an emergency arises, the school will contact parents/guardians on the Emergency 

Contact Form.  It is critical that family members keep the school informed of any change in telephone numbers. 

 

Students will be released only to individuals listed on their Emergency Contact Form.  Please inform all 

persons authorized to pick up your child that they will be asked for an official form of photo identification, such as 

driver’s license or state ID. 
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Safety Care  Trained HOPE staff will follow Safety Care procedures when required to engage with students who 

are endangering themselves or others.  Safety Care includes preventative strategies, de-escalation strategies, and 

physical intervention.  However, physical intervention is a last resort and will only be used after proper techniques 

for de-escalation have been exhausted.  

 

EMERGENCY CLOSINGS/SEVERE WEATHER 
HOPE will follow Chicago Public Schools (CPS) in deciding whether to close for inclement weather.  If CPS is 

closed, HOPE will be closed.  Please listen to the local radio and television stations to determine if school is open. 

FEES  
Each student enrolled at HOPE is required to pay an activity fee of $25.00. This fee covers art and music                                 

supplies, as well as some field trip expenses.  

 

Personal checks are not accepted by HOPE. When sending money to school, please put it in a sealed envelope                    

labeled with your child’s first and last name and grade. Please send the exact amount either in cash or a money                     

order. The Main Office will issue a receipt. Credit and Debit payment is accepted by the Main Office. All                            

questions or concerns regarding payments should be directed to the main office.  

FIELD TRIPS 
Field trips will be planned throughout the year for academic enrichment and extracurricular purposes.  Parents and 

guardians will receive advance notice of all trips.  A permission slip must be signed by a student’s parent/guardian 

in order for the student to participate in a field trip. Students that cannot attend a field trip are required to attend 

school and will be placed in another class.  Some students may not be allowed to participate in field trips without a 

parent attending due to behavioral issues that could compromise the safety and well being of that student or other 

students.  Parents will be informed if their child will not be allowed on a field trip without a parent attending.  

 

Parents, guardians, and/or family members may be asked to serve as volunteer chaperones on class trips.  The 

primary responsibility of a chaperone is to help with supervision of students during the field trip.  Family chaperones 

are asked to take this responsibility seriously and to remain vigilant and attentive to the students’ needs throughout 

the trip.  Children who are not enrolled in the class may not accompany the chaperone.  

 

In order to become a volunteer, parents and guardians must complete a volunteer packet well in advance of the 

field trip.  Hope follows all CPS requirements for volunteers, so visit www.cpsvolunteers.org for additional 

information.  Volunteer information packets and passes can be found in the HOPE Main Office. 

HALLWAY 
Escorting Students Teachers will escort their classes to and from library, art/music and gym classes. Teachers                  

will bring their students to the lunchroom at lunchtime and take them to recess. 

 

Hall Passes  If a student is transitioning without the class, he/she must have a partner and/or a hall pass. 

HEALTH  
Students who become ill or injured will be sent to the Main Office. If the school nurse is available she will see them.  
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Parents and guardians must inform the HOPE Main Office if their child is in need of medication.  Teachers will 

receive a list of students who have health issues that require medication at school or whose activities must be 

restricted due to health.  Teachers will maintain the strictest confidentiality as dictated by the American Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).   All medication must be taken in the Health Office under 

proper supervision. 

 

All medications, medical devices and equipment (e.g. nebulizers and inhalers) must be personally delivered to the 

school by the parent(s)/guardian(s).  Students may not bring medication to school.  The parent(s)/guardian(s) are 

responsible for any and all refills of medication.  Medications must be brought to school in the original container, 

which must be appropriately labeled.  The medication label must display: 

 

● Student’s name and prescription number 

● Name, dosage, and frequency of medication 

● Administration route or other directions 

● Date and number of refills 

● Licensed physician’s name 

● Pharmacy name, address, and phone number 

● Name or initials of pharmacist 

● Expiration date of medication. 

 

Over-the-counter medications (including, but not limited to: Tylenol, aspirin, cold pills, cough syrup, and skin 

ointments) will be administered only if a written request from the parent(s) or guardian(s) is submitted to the HOPE 

Main Office.  Parent(s) or guardian(s) must personally deliver the medication to the HOPE Main Office.  Students 

may NOT carry over-the-counter medications.  Medicine will be administered by the HOPE School Nurse or 

administrative staff according to the parent or guardian’s request. 

 

Any unauthorized medication brought to school by or in the possession of a student will be confiscated and placed 

in a secure location.  Parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified and asked to provide the proper documentation. 

 

Students may self-administer an inhaler only if the Physician Request for Self-Administration of Medication 

(including the statement that the student is capable of carrying an inhaler) and the Parent Request for 

Self-Administration of Medication have been completed and are in the student’s health file.  

 

HEALTH: IMMUNIZATIONS/EXAMINATIONS 
Students entering kindergarten (or the first grade, if students did not attend a CPS kindergarten) must submit proof 

of a health examination and proof of the required immunizations as prescribed by the Illinois Department of Public 

Health.  Proof must be provided to the school upon enrolling. Proof consists of a completed State of Illinois 

Certificate of Child Health Examination form dated not more than one year prior to the start of school.  

 

Students who do not provide proof of the required immunizations or health examination by 10/15/2019 shall 

be prohibited from attending school.  Parents of these students will receive a “Notice of Exclusion from School” 

signed by the principal.  Once the immunizations and/or examination have been obtained, the student may return to 

school. 
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Students in kindergarten and second grade are required to submit proof of a dental examination to their school 

upon enrollment or provide signed consent for an exam at the school.  A State of Illinois Dental Examination Form, 

signed and dated by a licensed dentist, is the required proof. 

 

All kindergarten students, or any student enrolling in the CPS system for the first time, must present proof of having 

received an eye examination upon enrollment or provide signed consent for an exam at the school as prescribed by 

the Illinois Department of Public Health.  Proof consists of an Illinois Department of Public Health Eye Examination 

Report. 

HOPE P.R.I.D.E. 
The teachers and administration at HOPE will collaborate with families and the community to promote pro-social 

behavior and create a safe and trustworthy environment. Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) will be integrated 

into the daily schedule to create more learning opportunities for students to develop, practice and reinforce the 

strategies that they learn, in hopes of applying these newly learned skills to daily interactions with peers and adults 

both in their school and home environments.  

 

PRIDE is part of the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) system at HOPE. PBIS is a system that 

reinforces appropriate student behaviors and creates strategies to manage student behavior throughout all 

environments of the school. Students can earn Hawk Bucks and/or Dojo points by showing Preparation, 

Responsibility, Independence, Dedication, and Effort. PRIDE posters are displayed throughout the building as 

visual reminders of what PRIDE looks like in various locations of the school. 

 

At the end of each quarter and during the week of progress reports HOPE hosts a school-wide PBIS Incentive to 

recognize and celebrate students that engage in positive behavior. Students are required to earn enough Hawk 

Bucks to participate in the incentive events. We’ve hosted Red Carpet Movie Premieres, Outside Performers, 

Dance Parties, and Arts and Crafts Parties. Teachers also implement classroom incentives, which further motivate 

students to engage in positive behavior and maximize instruction time. Students that do not earn enough Hawk 

Bucks will attend study hall and review how to show HOPE PRIDE.  

 

HOPE hosts a school-wide Spelling Bee and Science Fair annually.  The top individual students from each 

classroom are awarded ribbons.  School-wide winners are awarded with trophies.  

 

HOMEWORK 
The purpose of homework is to reinforce concepts learned in class and to practice newly acquired skills. 

Homework will never be mere busy-work nor will it be assigned as punishment.  The teacher must give the student 

feedback on all assigned work, including homework.  While it is not necessary to record a grade for every 

homework assignment, the student must receive feedback in order for the assignment to have any value.  Teachers 

will document assignments and track if homework is returned.  Please refer to the CPS Homework Policy. 

Homework is given for all students on a nightly basis in Language Arts and Math.  Please also refer to your 

student’s planner.  Digital curriculum may be used as nightly homework to re-teach skills. 

Homework Minimum Requirements per Night 

● Kindergarten - 15 minutes per day 

● 1st
, 2nd

, 3rd – 30 minutes per day 

● 4th, 5th – 45 minutes per day 
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● In addition, 20 minutes of reading nightly for all HOPE students. 

HOURS  
HOPE Hours of School Operation 

Instruction for students begins promptly at 8:00 am. The school day ends at 3:30 pm each weekday, with the 

exception of Tuesday, when school is dismissed at 2:50 pm for Staff Professional Development.  

Students can enter the building at 7:40 am and must be picked up by 3:30 pm unless they are enrolled in the 

After-School Program. Students who are enrolled in HOPE’s After-School Program must be picked up by 6:00 pm.  
LOST AND FOUND 

Any items that a child brings to school should be labeled with his/her first and last name to help staff members 

return lost items to the rightful owner.  A Lost and Found is maintained in the Family Resource Room.  Parents, 

guardians, and students should check this location regularly for items the child may have lost.  Any items remaining 

in the Lost and Found after the school year will be donated to charity.  HOPE is not responsible for lost or stolen 

items.  

LUNCH/BREAKFAST 
HOPE offers breakfast and lunch to our students, and a nutritious snack for students in the After School Program. .                    

All of HOPE’s meals are prepared and served under the authority of the CPS system’s Nutritional Support Services.                  

http://www.cps.edu/About_CPS/Departments/Pages/MealMenu.aspx 

 

Breakfast 

The breakfast program is available to ALL students, from 7:40 am – 7:55 am free of charge through the CPS                                    

“Breakfast in the Classroom” Program.  Multiple entrees, including a meatless choice, are offered each day.  

Lunch 

A student may bring a lunch from home, pay for a lunch or qualify for a free or reduced-priced meal.  If a student 

brings a lunch from home, he/she may purchase low-fat or chocolate milk.  A beverage may be provided from home 

that is not “pop” (i.e., Coke, 7-Up, etc.).  Students that bring “pop” to school will be asked to take it home and given 

water.  Students may not bring candy or gum to school. They will be confiscated.  Glass bottles/containers are not 

permitted.  Students will not have access to a refrigerator or microwave.  Please label all lunch boxes and 

accessories with the student’s name.  Students may only bring individual-sized bags of chips for lunch.  Due to the 

possibility of food allergies, students are never permitted to share food with other students. 

  

To determine if a family qualifies for free-or-reduced-priced meals, families should complete the National School 

Lunch Form at the beginning of the school year. Qualification for this program is based upon income categories 

established by The United States Department of Agriculture for federally approved school lunch programs. 

Qualification is not up to the administration of HOPE, and exceptions to the qualifications cannot be made. 

Information regarding a student’s lunch status is held in confidence by the administration and office staff of HOPE. 

 

MULTI-TIERED SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT 
Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) is a process that is mandated by the federal government through the No 

Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  It is 

designed to help students who struggle academically, socially, or behaviorally to become more successful in 

school.  MTSS is not the path to special education; rather, it is a process that enhances the continuum of supports 

available to all students. 
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PARENT/FAMILY RELATIONS  
Parents, guardians, and family members are partners in the education of their children.  Developing cordial and 

communicative relationships with student families is a key factor in student success.  

 

The Families of HOPE  

The purpose of The Families of HOPE, is to enhance and support the educational experience at HOPE by 

developing a close connection between school and home, encouraging parental involvement, and helping to build 

and maintain a positive environment at HOPE through volunteer support.  The Families of HOPE will meet monthly, 

with membership open to any adult related to a student at HOPE.  

PARKING 
Only staff members may park in the school parking lot located on the west side of the building. Please do not park                      

in the Student Drop-Off Zone. The Student Drop-Off Zone is located in front of the HOPE building, on Washington                   

Boulevard. Please ensure you pull to the curb before your child enters or exits the car. Families may park in the                     

parking lot behind the former Rudolph School, entrance on Washington Street one block west of Hope. 

RECESS  
Teachers may take their students out for a supervised recess in the designated areas in the school at the                   

scheduled times. Classes may also cross the street to Union Park if all parents have given consent. Recess may                   

only be taken at the allotted time in the class schedule, unless there is prior approval by the Principal or Assistant                     

Principal. Students are encouraged to bring water bottles to class each day to ensure students are properly                 

hydrated throughout the day.  

RECORDS 
Parent(s) and guardian(s) may inspect records relating to their child by appointment.  All temporary records will be 

sent to a student’s new school after transfer upon receipt of the new school’s request for records.  Release of 

information to other agencies or persons requires the specific written and dated consent of the parent or guardian 

designating the person or agency to which records may be released. 

 

Permanent student records consist of basic identifying information such as name, address, date-of-birth, parent or 

guardian names, transcripts, and attendance records.  Temporary records consist of all needed information not 

required to be retained in the permanent records.  Temporary records are maintained for at least five (5) years after 

the student has transferred, graduated, or otherwise permanently withdrawn.  Temporary records may include 

intelligence and achievement scores, special education records, disciplinary records, teacher anecdotal notes, 

extracurricular participation, awards, and honors. Parents who wish to inspect and/or question any or all of their 

child’s records should call the HOPE Principal for an appointment. 

 

REPORT CARDS/PROGRESS REPORTS 
Formal grade reporting to parent(s) and guardian(s) occurs at the middle and end of each quarter.  At mid-term, 

teachers will send home progress reports, and report cards are provided at the end of each quarter.  First and third 

quarter report cards are presented to parents by teachers at Report Card Pick Up.  Report cards and progress 

reports will be held if a student has outstanding fees or library books.  Please check with the HOPE Main Office 

if your child’s progress report or report card has been held. 
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SAFETY DRILLS 
Fire Drills 

Students at HOPE will participate in fire drills on a monthly basis.  Students will practice evacuating the building in 

an orderly manner, under the supervision of HOPE staff.  One fire drill per year will be conducted under the 

supervision of the Chicago Fire Department. 

 

Bus Evacuation Drill  

A bus evacuation drill allows students to practice exiting a school bus in an emergency situation.  The bus company 

will conduct this drill. 

 

Severe Weather Drills  

Students will participate in one severe weather “shelter in place” drill each spring. 

 

Shelter in Place Drill 

Situations may arise where it is necessary to keep students in the classroom.  This could be due to an intruder in 

the building, a hazardous situation outside the school building or in part of the school.  

 

SCHOOL IDENTITY  
HOPE Mascot 

The Hawk was chosen as the mascot of HOPE by the Founding Families.  This is indeed an appropriate mascot for 

a school destined to soar to great heights!  In Native American lore, the Hawk represents focus on the chosen path, 

discovering talents and inner balance.  These characteristics mirror the goals for the staff and students of HOPE. 

 

HOPE School Colors 

HOPE school colors are navy, kiwi and California blue.  These colors are reflected in the school uniform. 

 

SECURITY 
Students should not bring extra money or items of value to school.  The school cannot be responsible for lost or 

stolen items.  Money other than enough for the student’s daily meals and/or valuables may be held by the teacher 

and returned only to a parent.  All money sent to school with a student should be placed in a sealed envelope 

marked with the student’s name, teacher, amount and purpose. 

SOLICITATION 
HOPE will hold fundraisers for the benefit of the students and the school. No other solicitation of funds or sales of 

items by students, parents, family members, or teachers is allowed at HOPE without prior approval by the Principal. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
HOPE provides an educational environment where all students are engaged in every aspect of the school 

community and in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). HOPE practices responsible inclusion ensuring 

systems are in place to allow every student, regardless of disability, to access the general education setting and 

typically developing peers to the maximum and most appropriate extent possible. HOPE provides a continuum of 

services in order to meet the needs of all students with disabilities when educational justifications determine 

services in a special education setting are appropriate for portions of the day. Providing a comprehensive 
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continuum of services in one school setting allows HOPE to educate students with both high and low incidence 

disabilities. This also makes it possible for a student to remain at the same school as his or her educational 

acquisition rates improve and readiness to transition to a less restrictive service setting is demonstrated. As student 

IEPs indicate changes to services (i.e. paraprofessional support, related services, etc) staffing plans are 

accommodated and modified in accordance with those changes.  Service models available on HOPE’s continuum 

are: highly supported special education setting, transitional special education setting, co-teaching, general 

education with paraprofessional support, general education with accommodations/modifications and/or consultation 

services.  

SUPPLIES 
Students are required to furnish their own school supplies.  A list of supplies for each grade level is distributed upon 

registration and is available in the HOPE Main Office, on Class Dojo and on http://www.hilahub.com.  Please do not 

label supplies, students within each Learning Team share their supplies. Do not send supplies other than those on 

the supply list to school with your child.  Occasionally, teachers may request that students bring additional materials 

for a special project. 

TEXTBOOKS 
A set of textbooks is issued to each teacher.  The teacher is responsible for making sure that all textbooks issued to 

students are returned at the end of the year.  If a student damages or loses a textbook or classroom library book, 

his/her parents are responsible for the replacement cost.  The Business Manager will be in contact with 

parents/guardians should this occur.  

Envision Math Textbook:  $67.00 Workbook:  $8.00 

Reading Street Textbook: $96.00 Workbook:  $9.00 

Science Textbook: $53.00 Workbook:  $6.00 

Social Studies Textbook: $53.00 Workbook: $6.00 

HOPE encourages online access at home of school textbooks; which are available at the Pearson website: 

(www.pearsonsuccessnet.com.) Textbooks are not allowed to be taken home. 

TOYS 
Unless there is prior consent from the teacher and/or administrator, students may not bring toys to school.  Outside 

toys may distract from the learning process.  These toys will be held by the teacher until the end of the school day 

and will then be returned to the student to take home.  On occasion, toys may be used by HOPE staff as part of an 

incentive program or plan.  

TRANSFERRING RECORDS/WITHDRAWAL 
When a student transfers to another school, the HOPE Main Office should be notified at least two weeks in 

advance.  It is necessary to know the name and address of the receiving school, as well as the new address of the 

family.  Once the HOPE Main Office receives an official request from the student’s new school, all permanent 

records will be forwarded directly to the receiving school within ten (10) days of the request. 

UNIFORMS 
HOPE encourages students to take pride in their appearance. Students are required to wear the official school                 

uniform, except on designated days. Uniforms should be clean and presentable, and students must remain in the                 

school uniform throughout the school day. Student’s shirts should be tucked in with a belt. “Hoodies” are                 
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prohibited. No unauthorized clothing should be worn under or over the uniform. Clothing should be marked with the                  

student’s name on the inside label. 

Hairstyles should be in good taste with no hair coloring or extreme hairstyles (i.e., shaved heads, mohawks, etc.).                  

No designs may be shaved into the hair or eyebrows. Body glitter, make-up, and tattoos are prohibited. Earrings                  

may be worn in the ears only. 

Families may purchase uniform items from a vendor of their choice. The Main Office sells all uniform pieces; visit                   

the Main Office for a price guide.  

Students who fail to follow HOPE’s Uniform Policy may be given detentions or excluded from extracurricular                

activities. Please see the 2019-2020 CPS Student Code of Conduct (pg. 11.) A Parent/Guardian Uniform Contract                

will be developed if a student is out of uniform for three (3) or more days per quarter. 

 The Official HOPE Uniform 

● Tops –Californian blue or Kiwi short sleeved polo shirts 

● Bottoms - Navy pants, shorts or skirts (with shorts or tights under) 

o Skirt and jumper hemlines may not be more than two (2) inches above the knees.  

● Navy cardigan sweater (optional) may be worn with any uniform combination.  
● Shoes - Black leather or black tennis shoes with black laces – No boots or sandals  

● A belt must be worn if belt loops are present; pants are worn at the waistline.  

● Gym uniforms may be worn on days when students have gym. 

 

VISITORS/VOLUNTEERS 
In order to minimize classroom disruptions, parent(s) and guardian(s) will be allowed in classrooms if they have                 

prior approval by the Principal. All visitors must report to the HOPE Main Office, and sign the Visitor’s Log. Visitors                    

will receive a Visitor’s Badge, which must be worn the entire time they are in the building. Visitors will be escorted                     

through out the building by a HOPE staff member. Visitors will sign out before leaving the school. Staff members                   

who notice non-staff in the school who are not wearing a visitor’s badge or not escorted by a HOPE staff will politely                      

ask them to return to the HOPE Main Office for a Visitor’s Badge. Visitors/Volunteers must refrain from using                  

student washrooms while in the school building. Family members are encouraged to volunteer in the building as                 

much as they are able. Many opportunities exist to volunteer in classrooms, in the office or in other ways. Please                    

stop in the main office to get a copy of the Volunteer Guidelines. Hope follows all CPS requirements for volunteers,                    

so visit www.cpsvolunteers.org for additional information. 
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FAMILY/STUDENT HANDBOOK CONTRACT 2019 – 2020 
THE HOPE LEARNING ACADEMY       1628 WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, IL 

Please remove and submit this signed Family/Student Handbook Contract to your child’s teacher by August               
30th, 2019 

As a parent/guardian of Hope Learning Academy, I fully commit to the vision and values of the school and agree                    
to work together to help my child maximize his/her potential. Initial _________ 
 
We have read and discussed the Family/Student Handbook with our child and agree to comply with these                 
policies and all of the HOPE policies. Initial _________ 

I will play an active role in my child’s education through volunteering and attending parent meetings, family                 
nights, and other family events. Initial _________ 

We have reviewed the HOPE School Calendar. We understand the importance of daily attendance and will refer                 
to the calendar and follow attendance policies to ensure daily attendance.  Initial _________ 

We have reviewed the CPS Student Code of Conduct and agree to comply with the stated expectations and will                   
support the school’s response if my child does not show PRIDE. Initial __________ 

We will respect school property. We understand that we are financially responsible for lost or damaged school                 
materials, such as textbooks, library books and other school property.  Initial _________ 

We have read and will comply with the Arrival, Dismissal and Late Pick Up Policies. We agree to have our child                     
to school on time daily and to pay any late fees in a timely manner. Initial _________ 

We have read and discussed rules regarding food at school and not sharing food. We agree to comply with                   
policies about food at school. Initial _________ 

We have read and discussed the uniform policy and agree to show Hope PRIDE by complying with all aspects of                    
the uniform policy. Initial _________ 

We have read and discussed the homework policy and agree to follow the policy and support our child in                   
completing the daily assignments that will ensure academic growth.  Initial _________  

We agree to keep contact information current, to respond to communications from teachers/administrators in a               
timely manner and to communicate regularly with the teacher. Initial __________ 

We understand that there are mandatory conferences such as report card pick up and grade level conferences                 
scheduled throughout the year.  We will attend all mandated meetings. Initial __________ 

We have read and reviewed this Contract and agree to comply with all policies and procedures. We look forward                   
to a productive and positive year of working together.  

 

________________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Student Name  - Please Print Parent Name – Please Print 
 
________________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Student Signature Parent Signature 
 
Date: ___________________________________ 
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