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  Comprehension 109

Cause and Effect
� r� "�cause is why something happens. 

� r� "O�effect is what happens.

Directions  Read the following passage. Then complete the diagram.

Today’s soccer game was full of action! 
Tina kicked the ball to Michael, but 

she kicked it too hard. Michael’s kick 
made the ball go out of bounds. Jackie, on 
the other team, had the chance to throw 
it in. She threw the ball so hard, it almost 
went into Tina and Michael’s goal. Andre, 

the goalie, jumped to the side and blocked 
it. He kicked it back into the field. Michael 
tripped while running and couldn’t get to 
the ball. This left the ball right in front 
of Jackie. Jackie gave it one swift kick, 
sending the ball soaring past Andre and 
into the goal.

Cause Effect

1. Michael kicked the ball out of 
bounds.

The ball went out of bounds. 2.

Jackie threw in the ball. 3.

4. He couldn’t get to the ball.

Jackie gave it one swift kick. 5.

What Jo Did

Home Activity  Your child identified causes and effects in a short passage. Read an article about a sporting 
FWFOU�XJUI�ZPVS�DIJME��"TL�ZPVS�DIJME�UP�JEFOUJGZ�DBVTFT�BOE�FGGFDUT�JO�UIF�BSUJDMF�ZPV�SFBE�
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110 Writing Poetry/Limerick 

What Jo Did

Writing t Limerick
Key Features of Limerick

r�IBT���MJOFT

r� GJSTU�MJOF�JOUSPEVDFT�B�QFSTPO�BOE�B�QMBDF

r� MJOFT�����BOE���SIZNF��MJOFT���BOE���SIZNF

r� JT�VTVBMMZ�IVNPSPVT

There once was an alien from space
Who knew he was going to race
The kids in the school
Whom he thought very cool.
He won, but left not a trace.

 1. Reread the poem. Notice the number of lines. Notice the rhyming words.  
What makes this poem a limerick?

 2. Describe why this poem is humorous.

Alien Race
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  Vocabulary 111

Vocabulary
Directions  Choose the word from the box that best matches each definition. Write the 
word on the line to the left.

 1. not able to speak

 2. hit sharply away

 3. was filled with wonder

 4. a ring or round band

 5. incredible

Directions  Choose the word from the box that best matches  
each clue. Write the word on the line to the left.

 6. You might wear this while playing a sport.

 7. This is part of a basketball hoop.

 8. This is when someone made an unfair play in a sport.

 9. This is what you are when you don’t have anything  
to say.

 10. This is something you thought was not possible.

Write a News Report 
On a separate sheet of paper, write a news report about a sporting event. Use as many 
vocabulary words as you can.

Home Activity  Your child identified and used vocabulary words from What Jo Did. Work with your child to 
make a crossword puzzle with the words and to write original clues for it.

What Jo Did

Check the Words  
You Know

fouled
hoop
jersey
marveled
rim
speechless
swatted
unbelievable
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What Jo Did

Home Activity Your child learned about common and proper nouns. Have your child name people, places, 
or things around the house and say whether th names are common or proper nouns.

#OMMON�.OUNS 0ROPER�.OUNS

Common and Proper Nouns

� s� !�NOUN is a word that names a person, place, or thing.
� s� !�COMMON�NOUN names any person, place, or thing.
� s� !�PROPER�NOUN names a particular person, place, or thing. Proper nouns begin  

with capital letters. 

 #OMMON�.OUNS That girl plays basketball at our school.  
� 0ROPER�.OUNS� Sandy will play for Centerville on Friday.

Some proper nouns have more than one word, such as "OSTON�#ELTICS. Some include 
titles that tell what a person is or does, such as !UNT�2OSA or #APTAIN�%DWARDS.

$IRECTIONS��One of the underlined words in each sentence is a noun. Circle the noun. 
Write # if it is a common noun and 0 if it is a proper noun. 

���� Dr. James Naismith invented the game of basketball.     
���� He worked at the 9-#!�4RAINING�3CHOOL in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
���� Naismith, a teacher, wanted to find a game to play inside in winter.  

$IRECTIONS��Underline the three nouns in each sentence. Then write each noun under 
the correct heading in the chart.

���� The first game of basketball was played in Massachusetts.
���� Soon people all over the world were playing the sport.
���� In 1936, basketball was played at the Olympic Games in Berlin.
���� 4ODAY��MANY�CITIES�COMPETE�EVERY�WINTER�IN�THE�.ATIONAL�"ASKETBALL�!SSOCIATION�

���� I watch our team at the stadium every weekend.
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112 Conventions Common and Proper Nouns 

����������?27.?��������� ��������������������!-

.! 0$&



Name

=dbZ�6Xi^k^in� Ndjg�X]^aY�heZaaZY�ldgYh�i]Vi�ZcY�l^i]�"h�dg�"Zh#�HVn�i]Z�h^c\jaVg�[dgb�d[�i]Z�a^hi�ldgY�
VcY�]VkZ�ndjg�X]^aY�hVn�VcY�heZaa�^ih�eajgVa�[dgb#
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What Jo Did

  Spelling Adding -s and -es 113

6YY^c\�"h�VcY�"Zh

-ULTIPLE�-EANINGS Some words can be either a noun (name of a person, place, 
or thing) or a verb (word that shows action). Write the list word that begins with 
the given letter and can be used to complete both sentences. 

� �� The traffic D____ made everyone late. 
  When the bus breaks down, it D____ our arrival.
� �� The cat S____ the rug to sharpen its claws.
  I got these S____ when I fell off my bike.
� �� The government adds T____ to most things we buy.
  Running marathons T____ my energy. 
� �� The army S____ troops with food, clothing, and shelter.
  Have you bought everything on your list of school S____?
� �� 2OMEO�AND�*ULIET�and�(AMLET are P___ by Shakespeare. 
  The harpist P____ soft music at weddings. 
� �� It gets crowded when everyone B____ up by the door. 
  Ten B____ of grapes were passed out to the team. 

!DDING�S�OR�ES� Add S or ES to make each word plural. Write the word.

� �� monkey _______________ �� holiday _______________

� �� costume _______________ ��� battery _______________

���� sandwich _______________ ��� company _______________

����� county _______________ ��� daisy _______________

 ��� donkey _______________ ��� friend _______________

���� hobby _______________ ��� memory _______________

���� teammate _______________ ��� month _______________

 �� ____________

 �� ____________

 �� ____________

 �� ____________

��� ____________

 �� ____________

Spelling Words

monkeys  
holidays 
hobbies
teammates

friends
months
daisies
memories

plays
companies
delays
bunches 

supplies
costumes
scratches 
batteries

taxes 
sandwiches
counties
donkeys
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114 Writing Shape Poem

What Jo Did
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Writing t Shape Poem
Key Features of Shape Poem

r� UBLFT�UIF�TIBQF�PG�UIF�TVCKFDU�PG�UIF�QPFN

r�VTFT�XPSET�BOE�TQBDFT�UP�DSFBUF�UIF�TIBQF

r�DSFBUFT�B�NFOUBM�QJDUVSF�PG�UIF�UPQJD�UIBU�UIF�TIBQF�SFQSFTFOUT

 1. Reread the poem. What makes this poem a shape poem?  

 2. Think about the words and phrases in the poem and create a mental picture  
of the poem. What other descriptive words and soccer phrases might you add  
to this poem?

Sam’s Soccer Game

no
-h

an
ds

, c

heering fans; whack! W
hat a       ki

ck
! T

hu
nk

. G
oalkeepers guard the         go

al
—

bl
oc

k the ball.     S
am

 ta
ke

s c
ontrol, dribbling, aim

ing, kicking—
whiz—into the net; upset

 w
in

!
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Vocabulary�t�Prefixes and Suffixes
� r� Prefixes and suffixes have their own meanings and are added to base words. They 

change the meanings of base words.

� r� 5IF�QSFGJY�un-�NFBOT�iUIF�PQQPTJUF�PG� ” or “not �u�5IF�TVGGJY�-able means 

“able to be FE�u�5IF�TVGGJY�-less means “without .”

Directions  Read the following passage about a basketball game. Look for the prefix 
un- and the suffixes -able and -less as you read. Then answer the questions below. 

It was the most unforgettable basketball 
game I ever saw. When the referee said a 

foul had been made against our star player, 
I was speechless. The fans for our team 
were unable to stop yelling. It was useless 
to try to quiet them. They couldn’t believe 

we were so lucky. We had played an 
unbelievable game and we were tied with 
a few seconds to go. It was up to our guard 
at the free-throw line. As I uncovered my 
eyes, I saw the effortless shot soar through 
the hoop like a bird. We won!

 1. What does unbelievable mean? What are its prefix and suffix?

 2. What does useless mean? Does it have a prefix or suffix?

 3. How are speechless and effortless alike? What does each word mean?

 4. What does unforgettable mean? What are its prefix and suffix?

 5. Write a sentence using two words that have a prefix or a suffix. Tell the meaning  
of those words.

Home Activity��:PVS�DIJME�JEFOUJGJFE�BOE�VTFE�QSFGJYFT�BOE�TVGGJYFT�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�XPSET�JO�B�QBTTBHF��8JUI�
ZPVS�DIJME�NBLF�B�MJTU�PG�XPSET�BTTPDJBUFE�XJUI�B�GBWPSJUF�TQPSU�PS�BDUJWJUZ��"TL�ZPVS�DIJME�IPX�UIF�NFBOJOHT�
DIBOHF�XIFO�ZPV�BEE�B�QSFGJY�B�TVGGJY�PS�CPUI�

  Vocabulary 115
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116 Research and Study Skills 

Chart/Table
� r� Charts show data or information visually. Most charts have titles and use a combination 

of words and numbers. A chart often takes the form of a list, diagram, or table.

� r� "�table is a special kind of chart that shows information in rows and columns. A single 
box in a table is often called a cell.

� r� $IBSUT�BOE�UBCMFT�DBO�CF�DSFBUFE�FBTJMZ�VTJOH�XPSE�QSPDFTTPS�TPGUXBSF�

Directions  Examine the images below from the ZipWriter word processor program. 
Then answer the questions.

5IJT�JT�UIF�$SFBUF�
Table window. It 
appears when you 
TFMFDU�UIF�$SFBUF�
Table command from 
the Table menu.

CREATE TABLE

Table Dimensions

Number of Rows

/VNCFS�PG�$PMVNOT

OK

$"/$&-

EDIT FORMATZipWriter TABLE

Create Table . .      .    T
Insert Row   

Delete Row   

*OTFSU�$PMVNO� � �

%FMFUF�$PMVNO� � �

+PJO�$FMMT� � �

%JWJEF�$FMMT� � �

Borders and     
Backgrounds

This is the Table 
menu in ZipWriter.
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  Research and Study Skills 117

 1. You want to create a table showing 31 students’ high scores at a certain video 
game. How many columns would you ask for in the Create Table window?

 2. What command in the Table menu would you use to erase an extra row?

 3. Now you want to add another column to the table to show each student’s high 
score at a different game. What command from the Table menu would you use?

 4. How would you make a cell that stretched all the way across the top of the table?

 5. When you finish your table, you decide you want to put a heavy line between each 
column. Where on the Table menu do you think you would find the tools to do this?

 6. Imagine you want to show the score for each of four rounds of a certain video 
game, plus the total after four rounds for each person who plays it. How many 
columns would you need? Why? 

 7. Two new students join the class. What should you do to update your table?

 8. One student leaves the class. How would you remove his or her data?

  9. How would you dismiss the Create Table window if you did not want it?

 10. For what purpose might a person create a table like this?

Home Activity Your child read a table and answered questions about it. Together, draw a table (either by 
hand or using a computer) to show your family’s activities each day during the course of a week. Before 
drawing the table, have your child decide how many columns and rows you will need. 
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=dbZ�6Xi^k^in� Ndjg�X]^aY�^YZci^[^ZY�b^hheZaaZY�ldgYh�l^i]�"h�VcY�"Zh�ZcY^c\h#�6h`�ndjg�X]^aY�id�jhZ�
i]Z�ldgYh�^c�:mZgX^hZh�7–15�^c�hZciZcXZh#
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118 Spelling Adding -s and -es 

6YY^c\�"h�VcY�"Zh
0ROOFREAD�A�$IALOGUE Read the dialogue and circle five  
spelling mistakes. Then write the words correctly. Cross out  
the punctuation error and write the sentence correctly.

Rick: Which plays are you trying out for. 

Hal: I want to be in the one about six silly 
monkeyes.

Kim: I’m sure the costumees are itchy.

Hal: You’re right! All that furry stuff  
probably scratches alot. 

Kim: Ami, one of my friends, wants to try 
out, too. Acting is one of her hobbys. 

Rick: Well, I hope we all have good memores.

 �� _______________ �� _______________
 �� _______________ �� _______________
 �� _______________
 �� _________________________________________________

0ROOFREAD�7ORDS Circle the correctly spelled word.  
Write the word.

� ��  taxs taxse taxes
� ��  countys counties counteys
� ��  months monthes monthies
����  batterys batteryes batteries 
����  teamates teammates teammats
����   supplies supplys supplyes
����  frinds frends friends 
����  scratches skratches scrathes
����   daysies daisies dasies

Spelling Words

Frequently 
Misspelled 

Words

 a lot 
  because

monkeys  
friends 
plays
supplies
taxes
holidays    
months  
companies
costumes
sandwiches

hobbies  
daisies 
delays
scratches  
counties 
teammates
memories 
bunches
batteries  
donkeys 

Spelling Words

 �� ____________
 �� ____________
 �� ____________
 ��� ____________
 ��� ____________
���� ____________
 ��� ____________
 ��� ____________
���� ____________
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  Conventions Common and Proper Nouns 119

Home Activity Your child prepared for taking tests on common and proper nouns. Say common noun or 
proper noun and have your child say a noun of the correct kind.

Common and Proper Nouns
Directions Read the passage. Then read each question. Circle the letter of the  
correct answer. 

Basketball
(1) The inventor of Basketball was born in Canada. (2) While living in 

Massachusetts, dr. Naismith wrote thirteen rules for basketball. (3) One rule is that a 
player must not run with the ball. (4) Basketball became very popular. (5) Boston and 
Chicago have great teams. (6) Not all basketball players are american. (7) Basketball 
a popular sport in Asia.

 1 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 1? 

 A Change Basketball to basketball. 
 B Change Canada to canada. 
 C Change The inventor of Basketball to 

basketball’s inventor.
 D Make no change.

 2 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 2? 

 A Change Massachusetts to 
massachusetts.

 B Change dr. to Dr. 
 C Change thirteen rules for basketball 

to Thirteen Rules for Basketball.
 D Make no change.

  3 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 5? 

 A Change Boston and Chicago to 
boston and chicago.

 B Change Boston and Chicago to 
boston, chicago. 

 C Change Boston and Chicago to 
Boston, Chicago.

 D Make no change.

 4 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 6?

 A Change american to American. 
 B Change players to Players. 
 C Change the period to a question mark.

 D Make no change.  

 5 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 7? 

 A Change Basketball a popular sport to 
basketball, a popular sport.

 B Change popular sport to Popular 
Sport.

 C Change Basketball a popular sport to 
Basketball is a popular sport. 

 D Make no change.

What Jo Did
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120 Comprehension 

Draw Conclusions
� r� Drawing a conclusion is forming an opinion based on what you already know or on the 

facts and details in a text.

� r� $IFDL�BO�BVUIPS�T�DPODMVTJPOT�PS�ZPVS�PXO�DPODMVTJPOT�CZ�BTLJOH��*T�UIJT�UIF�POMZ�
logical choice? Are the facts accurate?

Directions Read the following passage. Then complete the diagram below by finding 
facts and details to support a conclusion.

A cowboy’s job changed with the 
seasons. In the fall, the cowboys 

brought cattle roaming on the open land to 
the ranch. They branded the cattle, so they 
could keep track of them. Then during the 
winter months, the cowboys fed the cattle 
and raised them.

When spring arrived, the ranchers chose 
the cattle they wished to sell. Next, the 
cowboys would take the cattle on a long 
journey to a busy town so that others could 
buy the cattle. After the cowboys sold the 
cattle, they rested a little while before they 
started the process all over again.

Facts and Details
 1. 

Conclusion
 4. 

Facts and Details
 2. 

Facts and Details
 3. 

 5. How would you decide if the facts and details are accurate?

Home Activity Your child read a short passage and drew a conclusion using facts or details. Tell your child 
about a job you once had. Have your child draw a conclusion about this job based on the facts and details 
you provide.
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Coyote School News
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Writing t News Article
Key Features of a News Article

r� SFQPSUT�SFBM�DVSSFOU�FWFOUT

r�CFHJOT�XJUI�B�IFBEMJOF�BOE�B�CZMJOF

r�HJWFT�UIF�NPTU�JNQPSUBOU�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�UIF�MFBE

r� JODMVEFT�TVQQPSUJOH�TFOUFODFT�XJUI�GBDUT�EFUBJMT�BOE�FYQMBOBUJPOT

r�PGUFO�JODMVEFT�UFYU�GFBUVSFT�TVDI�BT�QIPUPT�BOE�DBQUJPOT

By Dan Clark 

Last week the 540 students at Glenview 
School went to the polls to vote. They 

cast ballots for their Student Council 
officers. They also elected their grade 
level representatives. They knew they were 
electing officers who would represent them 
on the Student Council for the rest of the 
school year. 

All grades participated in the election. 
The candidates for President and Vice 
President visited every classroom to give 
a campaign speech. They explained to 
fellow students why they should be elected. 
Fourth grader Anthony Taylor said he cast 
his votes for the candidates he thought 
were the smartest students. “If a kid is a 
top student, they know how to listen to 
others, and come up with smart solutions  
to our problems,” he said. “That is what we 
need at Glenview School.”  

We interviewed Roberta Ruiz, the new 
President, to find out what she thinks the 
issues facing the Student Council will 
be. She listed better food in the cafeteria, 
more clubs and after-school activities, and 
environmental issues as her top concerns, 
and the things she promised to work on if 
elected. 

The President, the three Vice-
Presidents, and the grade-level 
representatives will be busy if they tackle 
all of the problems that Roberta listed. The 
new Student Council agreed that they were 
elected to make life at Glenview School 
better for everyone. “Yes, we can,” they 
echoed each other. “We learned that from 
the President of the United States.”

 1. Reread the news article. Name two features that make it a news article. 

 

 2. What is the main point or focus of the article?

 

Glenview School Elects Student Council
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122 Vocabulary 

Vocabulary
Directions Choose the word from the box that best matches each definition. Write the 
word on the line to the left.

____________________  1. people who were raised in the 
city but vacation on a ranch

____________________  2. metal points worn on a horse 
rider’s boot heel

____________________  3. small, wolf-like animal

____________________  4. the act of driving or bringing 
cattle together from long 
distances

____________________  5. shouting or crying out in a noisy way

Directions Choose the word from the box that best completes each sentence. Write the 
word on the line to the left.

____________________  6. Juan heard a calf ____ in the middle of the night.

____________________  7. He got dressed, put on his ____, and ran to his horse.

____________________  8. A hungry-looking ____ had frightened the herd.

____________________  9. Juan had to quickly do a ____ to get the cattle to safety.

____________________  10. There was so much noise, the ____ visiting the ranch 
came outside to see what was going on.

Write a Pep Talk 
On a separate sheet of paper, write a pep talk a cowboy would give other cowboys 
before going on a long journey to do a cattle roundup. Use as many vocabulary words 
as you can.

Home Activity Your child identified and used vocabulary words from Coyote School News. With your child, 
create a word search using the words from this selection.

Check the Words  
You Know

bawling
coyote
dudes
roundup
spurs
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Home Activity Your child learned about regular plural nouns. Point to objects around the house. 
Ask your child to say the nouns and their plural forms. Then have them explain how the plurals 
were formed.

Coyote School News

Regular Plural Nouns

� s� 3INGULAR�NOUNS name one person, place, or thing. 0LURAL�NOUNS name more 
than one person, place, or thing.

� s� !DD�S to form the plural of most nouns.
� � �BIRD�BIRDS� � � SNAKE�SNAKES� � � MONKEY�MONKEYS
� s� !DD�ES�TO�FORM�THE�PLURAL�OF�NOUNS�THAT�END�IN�CH��SH��S��SS� or X. 
� � �FINCH�FINCHES� � � DISH�DISHES� � � GAS�GASES� � � DRESS�DRESSES� � � BOX�BOXES
� s� 4O�FORM�THE�PLURAL�OF�NOUNS�THAT�END�IN�A�CONSONANT�FOLLOWED�BY�A�Y, change 

the Y to I�AND�ADD�ES.
� � �BUTTERFLY�BUTTERFLIES� � � PUPPY�PUPPIES

$IRECTIONS��5NDERLINE�THE�PLURAL�NOUN�IN�EACH�SENTENCE���

���� 4EXAS�HAS�MANY�CATTLE�RANCHES�

���� !�COWBOY�RIDES�AFTER�COWS�

���� !�COWBOY�CAN�THROW�A�ROPE�WITHIN�INCHES�OF�HIS�TARGET�

���� 7ILD�PONIES�ALSO�LIVE�IN�THE�3OUTHWEST�

���� -ANY�MOVIES�HAVE�BEEN�MADE�ABOUT�THE�/LD�7EST�

$IRECTIONS��Write the singular form of each noun.

���� OUTLAWS� ????????????????????

���� STORIES� ????????????????????

���� PATCHES� ????????????????????

���� FOXES� ????????????????????

�����SADDLES� ????????????????????

�����COYOTES� ????????????????????

�����LOSSES� ????????????????????

  Conventions Regular Plural Nouns 123
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>ggZ\jaVg�EajgVah

7ORDS�IN�#ONTEXT Write a list word to complete the sentence.

� �� When the siren sounded, people turned on their ____. 
� �� The weather report warned that ____ were on the way.
� �� Then the ____ on the trees began to sway.
� �� The wind could lift a person off his or her ____.
� �� Even grown ____ and women feared the powerful storm.
� �� After the storm, people walked out onto their ____.
� �� They wanted to see the damage for ____.
� �� The tornado had divided the town into two ____.
� �� In one half, the houses were stacked up like ____ of bread.
���� In the other half, even ____ on their vines had not been  

disturbed.
���� The neighbors pushed up their ____ and went to work.
���� Everyone was grateful that no ____ had been lost.

$EFINITIONS� Write the list word that matches the definition.

���� values and ideals ��� ______________
���� young people ���� ______________
���� steep rocks ���� ______________
���� pictures on monitors ���� ______________
���� large members of the deer family ���� ______________
���� starchy foods with dark skins ���� ______________ 
���� horses’ feet ���� ______________
���� wooly animals ���� ______________

 �� ______________
 �� ______________
 �� ______________
 �� ______________
 �� ______________
��� ______________
 �� ______________
 �� ______________
 �� ______________
���� ______________

 ��� ______________
 ��� ______________

Spelling Words

videos  
leaves
radios
children

feet
cliffs
sheep
tornadoes

potatoes
men
cuffs
tomatoes 

themselves
halves
beliefs
hoofs

lives
moose
patios
loaves
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126 Vocabulary 

Vocabulary t Unknown Words
� r� Dictionaries and glossaries provide alphabetical lists of words and their meanings.

� r� 4PNFUJNFT�MPPLJOH�BU�UIF�XPSET�BSPVOE�BO�VOLOPXO�XPSE�DBO�U�IFMQ�ZPV�GJHVSF�PVU�UIF�
XPSE�T�NFBOJOH��*G�UIJT�IBQQFOT�VTF�B�EJDUJPOBSZ�PS�HMPTTBSZ�UP�GJOE�UIF�NFBOJOH�

Directions Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below.

At the crack of dawn, my uncle went 
around to the tents to wake up the 

dudes at the ranch. Today they were going 
on a roundup and needed to get everything 
ready before they left. The dudes sat down 
for breakfast and then got dressed for the 

trip. Some of them had never ridden a 
horse before, so putting on their chaps  
and spurs took a lot of time. They heard 
some cattle bawling far in the distance. 
Before long, the group headed out into the 
open plains.

 1. How would you define dudes by looking at the words that are around it? 

 2. Look up dudes in a glossary or dictionary. How is the meaning that you looked up 
different from the meaning you thought it had by looking at the words around it?

 3. How would you define bawling by looking at the words that are around it?

 4. Look up bawling in a glossary or dictionary. How is the meaning that you looked up 
different from the meaning you thought it had by looking at the words around it?

 5. Look up roundup in a glossary or dictionary. What part of speech is it?

Home Activity� :PVS�DIJME�SFBE�B�TIPSU�QBTTBHF�BOE�VTFE�B�EJDUJPOBSZ�PS�HMPTTBSZ�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�VOLOPXO�
XPSET��)BWF�B�DPOWFSTBUJPO�BCPVU�ZPVS�EBZ�XJUI�ZPVS�DIJME��8IFO�ZPVS�DIJME�IFBST�BO�VOLOPXO�XPSE�IFMQ�
ZPVS�DIJME�UP�GJOE�UIF�XPSE�T�NFBOJOH�JO�B�EJDUJPOBSZ�
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Name Coyote School News

Newspaper/Newsletter
Newspapers are daily or weekly publications printed on large sheets of paper folded 
together. They include such sections as current news, advertisements, feature stories, and 
editorials. Newsletters are short publications for groups and include news that interests 
the groups’ members.

Directions Use this index from a school newspaper to answer the questions below.

School News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 1
Letters to the Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 5
Editorials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 6
Columns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 8
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 10
Calendar of Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 11
Funnies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 12

 1. In what section would you find information about the mayor’s upcoming visit to 
the school?

 2. On what page would you find the score of the last basketball game?

 3. On what page would you find comments from students about last week’s 
newspaper? 

 4. In what section would you find comics or cartoons?

 5. Would the school newspaper be a good place to find out information about world 
events? Why or why not?

  Research and Study Skills 127
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Directions Use the school newspaper article to answer the questions below.

Gallup Ranch School to Have New Bus

 6. What does the headline of this article tell you about the article?

 7. Why do you think a school newspaper would include an article like this?

 8. Where would you expect to find an article like this in a school newspaper?

 9. Name the who, what, and when in this article.

 10. What kind of group might include this story in their newsletter? Explain.

 

Home Activity Your child learned about using newspapers/newsletters as resources. Work with your child 
to create a family newspaper. Challenge your child to think of the sections to include in the newspaper and 
the topics to write about in the articles.

Most of the students who attend Gallup 
Ranch School have to take the bus in the 
morning. The surrounding ranches are too 
far away for students to be able to walk or 
ride a bicycle to school. Since the bus has 
to start out early to make all of its stops, 
many students have to wake up very early 
in the morning to catch the bus. Teachers 

are aware of the problem, and that is why 
they have asked for funding from the 
county government. Just yesterday, the 
principal of the school announced that 
the county will buy us a second bus. Now 
there will be two bus routes instead of 
one, and students won’t have to be on the 
bus so long.

128 Research and Study Skills 
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Home Activity Your child identified misspelled irregular plural words. Say each spelling word. 
Ask your child to explain how the plural was formed.
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  Spelling Irregular Plurals 129

Irregular Plurals
Proofread an E-mail The computer’s spelling and grammar 
check isn’t working. Circle five misspelled words. Add the  
missing period.

Dear CityPal95,

Today I went to herd sheep with my cousin. Later,  
we dug up some potatoes  In the afternoon, we 
climbed the cliffes by the river. When we got to the 
top, we saw some mooses. They shook their antlers 
and stamped their hoofs. Then thay ran away. 

Tomorrow we’re going to a picking party. That’s when 
everyone gets together to play guitars and fiddles. All 
the childrens will dance and sing.

Have you seen any good videoes lately?

Later, 
CountryMouse96

 1. _______________ 2. _______________
 3. _______________ 4. _______________
 5. _______________

Proofread Words Circle the plural word that is spelled 
correctly. Write it on the line. 

 6.  leaf leafs leaves
 7.  feet foots foot
 8.  radioes  radios     radis
 9.  loafs     loaves      loafes
 10.  potatos   potates potatoes 
 11.  themselves themselfs themselfes
 12.  cufes cuffs cuffes

Frequently 
Misspelled 

Words

 they 
  went
  said

videos  
feet
potatoes
themselves
lives
leaves    
cliffs  
men
halves
moose

radios  
sheep 
cuffs
beliefs  
patios 
children
tornadoes
tomatoes
hoofs 
loaves

Spelling Words

 6. ______________
 7. ______________
 8. ______________
 9. ______________
 10. ______________
 11. ______________
 12. ______________

0328476730_RWN_129.indd   129 6/2/11   5:58 AM
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130 Conventions Regular Plural Nouns 

Home Activity Your child prepared for taking tests on regular plural nouns. Read a brief passage to your 
child from a book. Ask him or her to identify any plural nouns in the passage and say how they were formed.
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Regular Plural Nouns
Directions Read the passage. Then read each question. Circle the letter of the  
correct answer. 

Spanish Cowboys
(1) Vaqueros means “cowboys” in Spanish. (2) They were skilled rider.  

(3) Vaqueros worked on the ranch of the Southwest. (4) Often, they were far from 
their families. (5) They could use a whirling ropes or a red-hot brands.  

 1 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 1? 

 A Change Vaqueros to vaqueros. 
 B Change the period to an exclamation. 

 C Change means to is.
 D Make no change.

 2 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 2? 

 A Change were to are.
 B Change rider to riders. 
 C Change rider to a rider.
 D Make no change.

  3 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 3? 

 A Change Vaqueros to cowboys.
 B Change of the Southwest to in the 

Southwest. 
 C Change ranch to ranches. 
 D Make no change.

 4 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 4?

 A Change families to family.
 B Change their families to home. 
 C Change the period to an exclamation. 

 D Make no change. 

 5 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 5? 

 A Change a whirling ropes or a red-hot 
brands to whirling ropes or red-hot 
brands. 

 B Change a whirling ropes or a red-hot 
brands to a ropes or a brands. 

 C Change use to throw. 
 D Make no change.

Coyote School News
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1.  Of the 12 books on Marco’s shelf, 
9 are about music or computers. 
The rest are nature books. What 
fraction of Marco’s books are 
about nature? 

A   1 __ 4  

B   1 __ 3  

C   2 __ 3  

D   3 __ 4  

 2.  The table shows the amount of 
time four people spend exercising.

Exercise Log

Name Time

Bill   1 __ 2   hour

Carly   3 __ 4   hour

Dimitri   2 __ 3   hour

Emma   2 __ 8   hour

   Which person exercises for the 
least amount of time?

A Bill

B Carly

C Dimitri

D Emma

3.  What fraction is represented by 
point M on the number line below?

A   1 __ 2  

B   2 __ 3  

C   3 __ 4  

D   4 __ 5  

 4.  What is the difference of   5 __ 6   −   1 __ 6   −   2 __ 6   
in simplest form?

 5.  The numbers in this list follow a 
pattern. Write the missing number. 
Then describe the pattern you 
found.

  0 3 6 9  15 18 21

Daily Common 
Core Review
12-5
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Adding and Subtracting  
on the Number Line
Bernadette has   7 _ 8   yard of ribbon. She cuts off   3 _ 8   yard to make a 
collar for her dog. How much ribbon does Bernadette have left?

You can use a number line to help you subtract fractions.

Draw a number line to represent the ribbon. Divide the number 
line into eighths. Place a point at   7 _ 8   to show the length of the 
ribbon before it is cut. Draw an arrow   3 _ 8   of a unit to the left to show 
how much of the ribbon Bernadette cut off.

  7 _ 8   –   3 _ 8   =   4 _ 8    Simplify:   4 _ 8   =   1 _ 2   There is   1 _ 2   yard of ribbon left.

You can also use a number line to help you add fractions.

Kevin and Duane are recycling aluminum cans. Each boy has 
collected   4 __ 10   pound. How many pounds have they collected in all?

Divide this number line into tenths. Start at zero and draw  
an arrow to and place a point at   4 __ 10   to show the amount of 
aluminum Kevin collected. Now draw another arrow   4 __ 10   of a 
unit long to the right to show Duane’s amount.

  4 __ 10   +   4 __ 10   =   8 __ 10   Simplify:   8 __ 10   =   4 _ 5   The boys collected   4 _ 5   pound 
 of aluminum.

Add or subtract the fractions. You may use a number line. Simplify 
your answer, if possible.

 1.   2 __ 5   +   1 __ 5   = 2.   8 ___ 12   –   3 ___ 12   =  3.   5 ___ 10   –   3 ___ 10   = 

 4.   2 __ 6   +   1 __ 6   = 5.   29 ____ 100   –   4 ____ 100   =  6.   1 __ 8   +   2 __ 8   +   3 __ 8   =

Reteaching

12-5
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Adding and Subtracting 
on the Number Line
Write the equation shown by each number line.  
Write your answer. Simplify if possible.

1.  

2.  

Draw a number line to solve. Simplify if possible.

3.   3 __ 8   +   2 __ 8   4.   9 ___ 12   –   3 ___ 12  

 5. Draw a Diagram Ann is growing two different plants for a 
science project. Plant A grew   4 __ 12   inch the first week and 
  2 __ 12   inch the second week. Plant B grew   7 __ 12   inch the first week 
and did not grow after that. Show the heights of each plant 
on a different number line. Which plant is taller now? 

6. Which equation is represented 
by the number line below? 

A   1 __ 4   +   2 __ 4   =   3 __ 4   B   1 __ 4   +   3 __ 4   =   4 __ 4   C   1 __ 4   +   1 __ 4   =   2 __ 4   D   1 __ 3   +   1 __ 3   =   2 __ 3  

 7. Dave made fruit punch for his party but accidentally   
tripped and spilled   5 __ 12   of the punch. How much of 
the punch was left? Explain how you found your answer.

Practice
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Number Lines
1. In the dog-walk fundraiser for the humane society, Tanya 

walked 2  3 _ 4   miles, Bruce walked 2  1 _ 2   miles, and Jack walked
2  7 _ 8   miles. Show these distances on the number line. Who 
walked the farthest?

 2. Carl made a salad for the school picnic. He used 3  7 _ 8   pounds 
of cucumbers, 3  3 _ 4    pounds of lettuce, and 3  5 _ 8   pounds of 
tomatoes. Show these amounts on the number line. Which 
salad ingredient weighed the most?

 3. Jefferson was putting the following fractions on a number 
line:   1 _ 2  ,   

1 _ 3  ,   
5
 _ 6  ,   

8
 __ 12  . How should he order this set of fractions from 

least to greatest? Explain how Jefferson would find  
his answer. 

 4. Rachel labeled a number line by tenths. She wrote from   1 __ 10   
through   9 __ 10   and put a point at each tenth. Between which two 
points should she place   1 _ 2  ?

Enrichment

12-5



Name

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved. 4%���t�

1.  The model is shaded to represent 
a fraction.

  

  Which of the following is an 
equivalent fraction?

A   3 ___ 12  

B   3 __ 9  

C    3 __ 4  

D    9 __ 3    

 2. Estimation Each of the 
three fourth-grade classes at 
Woodrow Wilson Elementary has 
22 students. About how many 
students are in all three classes? 
A 90 
B 60  
C 30 
D 25

 3.  Mental Math Angel bought 
5 books for $45. How much did 
each book cost if each book was 
the same price?
A $5 
B $6 
C $8 
D $9

4. Jamie has seen her favorite 
movie 95 times! Derrek has seen 
it 113 times! How many more 
times has Derrek seen the movie?

5. A number has a 4 in the thousands 
place, a 1 in the tens place, a 
0 in the ones place, and a 9 in 
the hundreds place. What is the 
number? 

6. Find the product of 29 ! 3. 

Daily Common 
Core Review
12-6
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Improper Fractions and  
Mixed Numbers

 

Write each mixed number as an improper fraction.

 1. 2 !13!  2. 4 !15!  3. 2 !34!  4. 5 !26!  

Write each improper fraction as a mixed number or a whole number.

 5. !11
3
2!  6. !51

0
0!  7. !21

3
0!   8.   17 __ 8    

 9. Writing to Explain Is !45
5! equal to a whole number or a mixed number? 

Explain how you know. 

You can use fraction strips to  
write a mixed number as an 
improper fraction.

3  1 _ 2   of the model below is shaded.

Into how many parts is each strip 
divided? 2. This is your denominator.

Count the shaded halves. There are 7. 
This is your numerator.

3  1 _ 2   is the same as the improper 
fraction   7 _ 2  .

You can also use fraction strips 
to write an improper fraction as a 
mixed number.

  8 _ 3   of the model below is shaded. 

How many strips are completely 
shaded? 2. This is your whole number.

What fraction of the third strip is 
shaded?   2 _ 3  . This is your fraction.

  8 _ 3   is the same as the mixed number 2  2 _ 3  .
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Improper Fractions and  
Mixed Numbers
Write each mixed number as an improper fraction.

1. 3 !25!  2. 6 !14!  3. 2!1
1
2!  4. 2  7  __ 10    

Write each improper fraction as a mixed number or  
whole number.

 5. !15
2!  6.   24 ___ 3    7. !33

2!  8. !21
0
2! 

 9. Number Sense Matt had to write 3  4 __ 12   as an improper fraction. 
Write how you would tell Matt the easiest way to do so. 

 10. Jill has   11 __ 8   ounces of trail mix. Write the weight 
of Jill’s trail mix as a mixed number.  

 11. Nick had 1!34! gal of milk. Write the amount of 
milk Nick has as an improper fraction.   

 12. Which is NOT an improper fraction equal to 8?

 A   24 __ 3   B   42 __ 6    C   32
 __ 4   D   64 ___ 8  

 13. Writing to Explain Write three different improper fractions 
that equal 4  1 _ 2  . (Hint: find equivalent fractions.)

Practice
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Recreation Time!
1. Timothy has computer class 3 times a week. 

Each class is 45 minutes long. How many hours of  
computer class does Timothy have per week?  
In 4 weeks?    

2. Alex practices soccer 4 times a week for 50 minutes 
each practice. How many total hours does Alex  
practice soccer per week? In 2 weeks?   

3. Laurel went swimming 7 times in 3 weeks. One 
time she swam for 1!12! hours. The other 6 times she 
swam for 30 minutes each time. How many hours  
did Laurel swim in 3 weeks?    

4. Caitlin, Cindy, and Connie went jogging at 
the recreation center. Caitlin jogged for 40 minutes,  
Cindy jogged for 30 minutes, and Connie jogged  
for 70 minutes. What was the total amount of  
time they jogged altogether?    

5. Dena takes karate classes every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Each class is 55 minutes long. How  
many hours of class will Dena have in 3 weeks?  

6. Jack spent 9!34! hours practicing ice hockey with 
his team. How many !14! hours is that?    

7. Misa takes 3 dance classes each week. Ballet 
class is 45 minutes long, modern dance is 50 minutes  
long, and jazz dance is 35 minutes long. How  
many hours of dance class does Misa have in  
2 weeks?    

8. Carlos practices piano every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday for 35 minutes each day. He also  
practices guitar every Tuesday, Thursday, and  
Saturday for 30 minutes each day. How many hours  
does Carlos spend practicing musical instruments  
each week?    

Enrichment

12-6
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 1.  It takes 4 pounds of grapes to 
make 1 pound of raisins. How 
many pounds of grapes would 
you need to make 3,000 pounds 
of raisins? 

A  1,000 pounds

B  6,000 pounds

C  9,000 pounds

D 12,000 pounds

 2.  What number represents n in the 
diagram below?

A   7

B  80

C 700

D 800

 3.  What equation is modeled with 
this number line?

A   7 __ 8   –   5 __ 8   =   2 __ 8  

B   7 ___ 10   –   5 ___ 10   =   2 ___ 10  

C   2 __ 8   +   5 __ 8   =   7 __ 8  

D   2 ___ 10   +   5 ___ 10   =   7 ___ 10  

 4.  What is the sum of   9 __ 10   and   1 __ 10  ? 

 5.  Jen needs to save $180 for a new 
camping tent. She is able to save 
$9 each week. How many weeks 
will Jen need to save to reach her 
goal? Draw a picture and write 
an equation to solve the problem. 
Explain how you found your 
answer.

Daily Common 
Core Review
12-7
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Modeling Addition and 
Subtraction of Mixed Numbers
Example 1: Draw a model to add 1  7 __ 8   + 2  3 __ 8  .

Step 1 Model each mixed number using 
fraction strips.

Step 2 Add the fractions. Regroup if you can. 

    7 __ 8  

 +   3__ 8 

    10 ___ 8   =1  2 __ 8  

Step 3 Add the whole 
numbers to the regrouped  
fractions. Write the sum.  
Simplify, if possible.

So, 1  7 __ 8   + 2  3 __ 8   = 4  1 __ 4  .

Example 2: Draw a model to subtract 2  1 __ 5   – 1  2 __ 5  .

Step 1 Model the number you are 

subtracting from, 2  1 __ 5  .

Express the part of the model that is not crossed out as a fraction 
or mixed number. So, 2  1 __ 5   –1  2 __ 5   =   4 __ 5  .

Use fraction strips to find each sum or difference. Simplify, if possible.

 1. 3  1 __ 2   + 1  1 __ 2    2. 2  5 __ 8   + 4  3 __ 8   3. 5  2 __ 6   + 3  5 __ 6    4. 2  2 __ 4   + 6  3 __ 4  

 5. 6  1 __ 8   – 3  5 __ 8   6. 8  3 ___ 12   – 2  5 ___ 12     7. 12  1 __ 3   – 5  2 __ 3   8. 9  7 ___ 10   – 6  9 ___ 10    

Step 2 Rename 2  1 __ 5   as 1  6 __ 5  . Cross out one 

whole and   2 __ 5   to show subtracting 1  2 __ 5  . 

Reteaching
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Prime Time
Remember that a prime number is a whole number greater than 
1 that has exactly two factors, itself and 1. 

Every number greater than 5 can be written as the sum of three 
prime numbers. For example, 13 can be written as the sum of  
3 + 3 + 7. 

Express the numbers below as the sum of three prime numbers. 
Write the primes in the squares.

1.  �   �   �  17

2.  �   �   �  10

3.  �   �   �  15

4.  �   �   �  21

5.  �   �   �  32

6.  �   �   �  30

7.  �   �   �  26

8.  �   �   �  50
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 1.  Find the difference. Simplify, 
if possible.

    4 ___ 12   –   1 ___ 12  

A   1 ___ 12  

B   2 ___ 12   

C   1 __ 4  

D   1 __ 3  

 2.  After Ronaldo’s Fourth of July 
party,   4 __ 6   of his cake is left. How 
much cake will be left after his 
cousin Max eats another   1 _ 6  ? 
Simplify your answer if possible.

A   5 __ 6   

B   1 __ 2   

C   1 __ 3  

D   3 ___ 12   

 3.  Noreen bought two shirts for 
$13 each and two pairs of shoes  
for $18 a pair. How much did  
she pay in all? 

A $31

B $44

C $49

D $62

 4.  A day pass at a theme park costs 
$16 for a child and $24 for an 
adult. How much would it cost 
to get day passes for 1 adult and 
2 children?

 5.  Kirk, Tanya, Ben, Maya, and Rico 
equally share 3 apples. What 
fraction of an apple does each 
person get?

A   1 __ 3  

B   3 __ 8  

C   3 __ 5  

D   5 __ 8  
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Adding Mixed Numbers
Randy talks on the telephone for 2  5 _ 6   hours, and then surfs the 
Internet for 3  3 _ 4   hours. How many hours does he spend on the 
two activities?

Step 1. Write equivalent fractions 
with the least common denominator.  
You can use fraction strips to show  
the equivalent fractions.

Step 2. Add the fraction part 
of the mixed number first. Then 
add the whole numbers.

9 ___ 12   +   10 ___ 12   =   19 ___ 12    3 + 2 = 5

  19 ___ 12   + 5 = 5  19 ___ 12  

Step 3. Simplify the sum 
if possible.

5  19 ___ 12   = 6  7 ___ 12   hours

So, 2  5 __ 6   + 3  3 __ 4   = 6  7 ___ 12  .

In 1 through 6, find each sum. Simplify if possible. 

1.  2  10 ___ 12   2.  1  3 __ 8   3.  5  4 ___ 10  

  + 3  3 ___ 12    + 6  6 __ 8    + 4  2 ___ 10  
 

4. 10  2 __ 6   +   3 __ 6   =  5. 3  3 ___ 12   + 6  8 ___ 12   =  6. 1  2 __ 5   + 3  1 __ 5   = 

7. Geometry Tirzah wants to put 
a fence around her garden. She  
has 22 yards of fence material.  
Does she have enough to go  
all the way around the garden?

Reteaching
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Mixed Sums
1. Annie walked her dog 2  1 _ 4   miles from her house to the 

dog park and 3  7 _ 8   miles around the park. Then she walked 
the same distance home. How many miles did she walk  
in all?

 2. John’s full backpack weighs 5  1 _ 2   pounds, and Tyrone’s full 
backpack weighs 6  3 _ 5   pounds. What is the total weight of 
both boys’ backpacks?

 3. Julie has two extension cords with lengths of 22  1 _ 6   feet 
and 26  3 _ 4   feet. How long a cord can she make by attaching 
them together?

 4. Terry weighed his two cats at the veterinarian’s office. 
Boots weighed 12  9 __ 10   pounds, and Tiger weighed 
13  1 _ 4   pounds. What is the total weight of both cats?

 5. David ran 9  3 _ 4   miles on Saturday and 7  1 __ 10   miles on Sunday. 
How many miles did he run on the weekend?

 6. Amanda’s library books weigh 4  3 _ 8   pounds, and her water 
bottle weighs 1  7 __ 16   pounds. What is the total weight of her 
books and water bottle?
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Adding Mixed Numbers
Randy talks on the telephone for 2  5 _ 6   hours, and then surfs the 
Internet for 3  3 _ 4   hours. How many hours does he spend on the 
two activities?

Step 1. Write equivalent fractions 
with the least common denominator.  
You can use fraction strips to show  
the equivalent fractions.

Step 2. Add the fraction part 
of the mixed number first. Then 
add the whole numbers.

9 ___ 12   +   10 ___ 12   =   19 ___ 12    3 + 2 = 5

  19 ___ 12   + 5 = 5  19 ___ 12  

Step 3. Simplify the sum 
if possible.

5  19 ___ 12   = 6  7 ___ 12   hours

So, 2  5 __ 6   + 3  3 __ 4   = 6  7 ___ 12  .

In 1 through 6, find each sum. Simplify if possible. 

1.  2  10 ___ 12   2.  1  3 __ 8   3.  5  4 ___ 10  

  + 3  3 ___ 12    + 6  6 __ 8    + 4  2 ___ 10  
 

4. 10  2 __ 6   +   3 __ 6   =  5. 3  3 ___ 12   + 6  8 ___ 12   =  6. 1  2 __ 5   + 3  1 __ 5   = 

7. Geometry Tirzah wants to put 
a fence around her garden. She  
has 22 yards of fence material.  
Does she have enough to go  
all the way around the garden?
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 1.  What number is missing from the 
pattern?

201 403 ? 807 1,009

A 205

B 405

C 605

D  607

 2.  Neil spends 1  2 _ 8   hours washing 
the car and 2  5 _ 8   hours mowing and 
weeding the yard. How many 
total hours does he spend on his 
chores? Simplify your answer if 
possible.

A 3   3 __ 8   hours

B 3   5 __ 8   hours

C 3   6 __ 8   hours

D 3   7 __ 8   hours

 3.  Which of the fractions is 
equivalent to   2 _ 3  ?

A   8 ___ 12  

B   6 ___ 10  

C   4 __ 8  

D   2 __ 5  

 4.  Mr. DeWitt carved a wooden boat 
for his granddaughter. He began 
with a piece of wood that was 
203 centimeters long. The boat is 
167 centimeters long. How many 
centimeters did Mr. DeWitt carve 
off the length of the wood when 
he made the boat?

 5.  Estimation The distance between 
Miami and Naples is 107 miles. 
The distance between Miami and 
Jacksonville is about three times 
this distance. Landon estimates 
that the distance between Miami 
and Jacksonville is about 
400 miles. Is Landon’s estimate 
reasonable? Why or why not?
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Subtracting Mixed Numbers
The Plainville Zoo has had elephants for 12  4 _ 6   years. The zoo has 
had zebras for 5  3 _ 6   years. How many years longer has the zoo had 
elephants?

 

For 1 through 4, find each difference. Simplify, if possible.
Remember: You may have to rename a fraction in order to subtract.

 1. 4  5 __ 8  

− 2  2 __ 8  

 2. 5  7 ___ 12  

− 1  2 ___ 12  

 3. 30

− 1  3 __ 4  

 4. 6  5 __ 6  

− 5  4 __ 6  

 5. Number Sense To find the difference of 7 − 3  5 __ 12  , how do you rename the 7? 

6. Robyn ran 5  3 _ 4   miles last week. She ran 4  1 __ 4   miles this week. How many more 
miles did she run last week? 

Step 1: Write equivalent fractions with the least 
common denominator. You can use fraction strips. 

Step 2: Find the difference of 12  4 _ 6   − 5  3 _ 6  . Subtract 
the fractions. Then subtract the whole numbers. 
Simplify the difference if possible.

  4 __ 6   −   3 __ 6   =   1 __ 6     12 − 5 = 7

So, 12  4 __ 6   − 5  3 __ 6   = 7  1 __ 6   years.

Example 2: Sometimes you may have to 
rename a fraction so you can subtract.
Find the difference of 6 − 2  3 _ 8  .

 6  rename  5  8 __ 8  

 − 2  3 __ 8   − 2  3 __ 8  
  
  3  5 __ 8  
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